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John Gaw Meem: Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, 1934. Graphite on paper

ARCHITECTURE AS IDEA:
Drawings by Ten New Mexico Architects

Introduction by Emily Kass

This past fall, the University of New Mexico Art
Museum held its first exhibition to deal specifically
with architecture. For us, this is doubly significant
because it presents a subject frequently considered outside the domain of art museums. Yet in the 20th century, architectonic ideas have become pertinent and
even central to other art forms. The Bauhaus encouraged this trend with its philosophy of teaching all
aspects of design culminating in architecture. More
recently, with the burgeoning of large scale sculpture
and environmental art, issues of architectural form
have become fundamental to many artists. Conversely, one might even draw parallels between the pervasive "glass box" of the 60s and minimal art.
While each of the architects in the exhibition has
produced significant buildings, the focus here was
their drawings. Works were selected for the quality of
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draughtsmanship and with an attempt to present a
cross section of drawing styles and techniques. The 40
projects shown in varying aspects tackled a wide range
of formal issues and philosophical concerns facing the
architects. While most of the projects were ultimately
constructed, those that remain on paper are revealing
for the glimpse they offer about the creative process.
The museum is grateful to Professors Christopher
Mead and Peter Walch, who conceived and organized .
the exhibition; to the Albuquerque Chapter of the AlA
for their support; and, most importantly, to the ten architects who generously lent their drawings. We hope
that future exhibitions at the University Art Museum
exploring architecture and design issues will encourage
greater consideration and awareness of the built environment.
Emily Kass, Interim Director
University Art Museum
The University of New Mexico
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